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LIJNBAAN - Shopping Street Typology
1940 after bombing of Rotterdam it 
became a tabula rasa for new architectural 
ideas and modern city. Moeover, after 
World War II architects were searching 
for the examples of modernization so 
the attention was brought to America. 
Victor Gruen was influential post-war 
architect in USA. Already in 1943, the 
US American magazine Architectural 
Forum invited Victor Gruen and his 
wife Elsie Krummeck to take part in an 
exchange of visions “New buildings for 
194x”(unknown year of the end of World 
War II) for the architectonic shaping of 
the postwar period. 

Gruen proposed the concept for suburb 
development, imagining shopping 
mall as a human-scale alternative to 
the impersonal canyons of industrial 
downtowns. He proposed outdoor 
pedestrian mall which would work in the 
downtown as an urban public place and 
would help to build communities. This 
way it would become a lively center of 
the downtown. Additional programs 
such as nurseries, playgrounds, 
auditoriums, community rooms, bowling 
alleys, skating rinks, cinemas, galleries, 
etc should appear in this outdoor 
shopping mall. To sell his new concept 
he often compared it with the Greek 
agora, the medieval market square and 
the nineteenth-century passage, which 
showed his idealistic attitude.

The idea of bringing downtown to 
suburbia seemed like a huge post-war 
achievement. Just later in sixties some 
criticism began to appear.

One of the first Major projects of Victor 
Gruen was open-air Northland Center 
opened in 1954 in Southfield Township, 
Michigan near Detroit. 
The original complex was a sprawling, 
92000 m², open-air structure. It consisted 
of a multi-level Hudson's Department 
Store surrounded by clusters of retail 
stores distributed over two levels. It was 
opened with 65 stores, within months, 
an additional 45 were in business. There 
were several open court areas with 
fountains, sculpture, flower beds and 
attractive landscaping. 
In keeping with the 1950s concept of a 
regional center as a one-stop shopping 
destination, the shopping center also 
included a bank, post office, medical 
clinic, lost children office, public 
auditorium, Kroger supermarket, etc.
This in turn was surrounded by acres of 
parking. 
The center was eventually enclosed 
and expanded to include more anchor 
stores.

Northland Shopping Center, Southfield Township, Michigan

Northland Shopping Center, Southfield Township, Michigan

Lijnbaan showed  that the features 
(human scale, pedestrian street, public 
place qualities...) which till then were 
only applied in the suburbs of America 
actually can work in a big city.

"This is a solid urban design, which could 
be applied anywhere" says Mumford.

Many districts, satellite towns and whole 
new towns and cities in the Netherlands 
and in all Europe have their own 
version of the Lijnbaan. Sometimes the 
prototype has adapted and changed, 
in other places it is copied almost 
exactly as in the center of Presikhaaf 
in Arnhem,  the Netherlands, which 
was opened 1965. It also has separate 
residential high-rise buildings next to 
the pedestrian shopping street. Though 
in 1987 it was covered by glass roof and 
it has changed a lot and lost its former 
vision.

In 1959 the City of Kalamazoo, Michigan 
created the first downtown pedestrian 
mall by blocking off traffic from three 
blocks of the main commercial area 
on Burdick Street. The Mall Financed 
and promoted by downtown business 
owners was part Victor Gruen's 1958 
"Kalamazoo 1980" plan.  It was hoped 
the mall would revitalize the downtown 
area to compete with the movement of 
retail businesses to suburban malls.  
The mall featured all the important 
department and clothing stores of its 
era, but the trend in commerce was 
away from department stores and men's 
clothing stores. 

Kalamazoo pedestrian shopping mall, Michigan

Kalamazoo pedestrian shopping mall, Michigan

Kalamazoo pedestrian shopping mall, Michigan

Another example could be 
Stadhuisstraat in Lelystad, the 
Netherlands, thought there are 4-store 
buildings with housing above, but 
canopies, signs in the same level, trees 
and flower beds in the middle remind 
Lijnbaan. 

Northland Shopping Center, Southfield Township, Michigan

Stadhuisstraat, Lelystad, the Netherlands

Almere, the Netherlands

Even Almere, the youngest city in the 
Nethelands(the first house was finished 
1976), has a street which resembles 
Lijnbaan - Stationstraat. It has big variety 
of canopies but all in the same level, 
signs look less controlled and there are 
shops in all buildings on one side and 
housing above on the other side.
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LIJNBAAN as an Ensemble
It was designed as an ensemble with 
65 shops. Design for each shop was 
made according to the needs and 
preferences of shopkeepers. Though it 
had few variations and some general 
regulations, there was a lot of choises 
and flexibility too.

As a prototype of the pedestrian mall with 
the unique urban layout of pedestrian 
area, service road and high-rise 
residential buildings with courtyards, 
Lijnbaan received worldwide attention. 
Moreover, because of low hights and 
wide street it was human-scale and 
usually has sunlight.

In 1966, the Lijnbaan extended to 
the Binnenwegplein. This is the link 
established with another important 
shopping area. In the east there is 
another important connection with 
a City Hall. Korte Lijnbaan goes to 

sketch of Lijnbaan friendship model by Van den Broek & Bakema

Lijnbaan wass first pedestrian shopping 
street in Europe built in 1953. 

Lijnbaan was designed by Van den Broek 
and Bakema using ‘friendship model’. 
This model by a sketch of Bakema 
showing a family with the children walking 
between their parents is a solution to the 
different scale buildings. The low-rise 
shopping buildings in the middle (the 
children) introduce a human scale for a 
pedestrian area. The larger slags and 
higher buildings on the left (the parents) 
define the streets and the public spaces 
inside. Functions in this complex were 
supposed to be separated but “taking 
care“ of each other.

Lijbaan was initiated by shopkeepers 
who owned shops there before the 
bombing. It is an evidence of what is 
possible when  driven by extraordinary 
circumstances, public and private, 
individual and collective interests are 
brought together in projects that draw 
the interest of the urban community. 

1 Beurstraverse shopping mall
2 Schouwburgplein (square)
3 De Doelen - Concert Venue
4 Pathe - Cinema
5 Schouwburg - Performing Arts Theater
6 City Hall
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1. a. schroder 2. elysee 3. b.m.sche�ers 4. laimbock 5. n.v.a.zumpolle 6. b.j.hooghuis 7. eckhart 8. kempen,begeer
     en vos

SECTION

PLAN

ACTIVITIES

FACADE

PAVEMENT

CANOPY

18 m
8 

m

8 m

We analysed situation and tried to 
discover what influenced those changes 
most(ecnomic, cultural reasons, rules, 
laws,  etc), defined four main parts 
and analysed how they were changing 
during the time - activities, facade, 
pavement and canopy.

So we are trying to find out how much of 
the former Lijnbaan is still left now.

The flexible store format, the simple 
systematic architecture, module 
system(1.1m in the facades, pavement 
pattern, decorations etc), a lot of glass  
in facade which let interaction between 
public and private carefully, decorated 
pedestrian street made it integral 
ensemble. 
However, during time it was loosing its 
integrity. Protection and maintenance are 
more complex than in single buildings 
so it started to loose it’s integrity.
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LIJNBAAN TIMELINE
1939 1940 1950 1953

Shopping street before bombing, slightly 
different position, but same direction

Bombed area/ tabula rasa for architects New plans for Lijnbaan complex and 
Rotterdam development

Lijnbaan!

Development sketches/ not realized

P R E   -  H I S T O R Y
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timeline

Lijnbaan

19571953

1957 The Treaty of Rome 
creates the European 
Economic Community

1975 - first laws to legalise the use of 
marijuana in the Netherlands

G R O W T H  O F  D U T C H  E C O N O M Y

1954 Suriname got independent from 
the Netherlands

B I G  H O P E S

Opening of Lijnbaan/people are not used to 
new concept

Attention to the details(pavement, windows, 
signs...)

Middle part of the street is full of kiosks, shops 
and street facilities

A lot of glass in facades - fading boundary 
between inside and outside Big attention to Lijnbaan brings a lot of activities 

in the street

No clear bondaries between inside and outside

Activities, entertainment

ACTIVITIES
FACADE

PAVEMENT
CANOPYB I G  H O P E S  -  B E G I N N I N G

Birds and plants attract people
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timeline

Lijnbaan

1963 19691959

1961 Yuri Gagarin - 
first person in space

1966 the Lijnbaan extended 
to the Binnenwegplein

1966 Do Doelen concert 
venue rebuilt

1968 Rotterdam metro
H I P P I E S

Cafes outside ensure vitality

A lot of greenery

Artists in the street encourage interaction

Events/shows/presentations

Lively street

ACTIVITIES
FACADE

PAVEMENT
CANOPYR I S E  -  A R T  M O V E M E N T S

Signs are getting bigger
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timeline

Lijnbaan

1980 19861970

1981 Personal Computer 
introduced

first H&M in the Netherlands

1970s the port of 
Rotterdam was extended

L I B E R A L I Z A T I O N

1970s first McDonalds in 
the Netherlands

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  p r o t e s t s . . .

GDP gowing down

Less attention to the first floor

Street musicians

Manifestation come to Lijnbaan

Local shops are leaving Lijnbaan

More signs

Integrity is disappearing

Outdoor tables

ACTIVITIES
FACADE

PAVEMENT
CANOPYI N T E R N A T I O N A L I Z A T I O N

Greenery in the canopies
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timeline
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20131990 2000

1999 the Netherlands 
joined Euro

R E C E S S I O N

1996 canopies were 
changed

2004 pattern of pavement 
changed/more lines again

extension of Do Doelen

1995 Schengen area
borderless Europe

2007 special policy for 
advertisement in Lijnbaan

1993 special policy for 
advertisement in Lijnbaan

1996 Erasmus bridge

1993 Single Market programme

C R I S I S

Even more signs

New canopies Totally different pavement

Trying to bring intergity back

Advertisement

ACTIVITIES
FACADE

PAVEMENT
CANOPY
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ACTIVITIES

65 local shops Shops in Lijnbaan now

In the beginning there were 65 local 
shops in Lijnbaan which gave more 
special atmosphere in the street. So it 
was a big change because they were 
changed by big chain international 
shops which are not so different 
from each other. It changed the 
atmosphere and attitude of people a 
lot.
Also more shop types before gave 
more chance of attraction to more 
different people who used the street. 
It was full of flower beds, furniture, 
books, fashion, music, instruments 
stores, restaurants, it contained 
almost all kind od shops. Even 
restaurants and bars are not located 
in the main part of Lijnbaan, but on 
the other side.

activities

Shopping 
Activities



activities
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people not really get use to the ‘human 
scale’, they built the fence to feel more 
comfortable walking on the wide street.

the scale of the street is perfect for 
some events to take place, easiest way 
to attract people

outdoor mall, with the plenty of sunshine, 
reastaurants become more the point 
than shops.

The perception of the scale is also 
influenced by the other activities in the 
middle of the street. 
All different kinds of using the public 
space, no matter big events or small 
activities, or just basic setting of a 
restaurant, they all in a way used to 
divide the wide public space into more 
small spaces,

every thing is possible in the street, because street contains urban life.

walking become the main activity

sitting without interaction

The street was built as an outdoor mall, 
it was meant to contain urban life, but 
now only shopping is left. The scale of 
the street was so called human scale, 
but the 18meters wide street really 
needs the full use of public space to 
support. In the old time, all different 
kinds of activities and events which 
were taken place on the street were the 
most attractive thing. It made people to 
stop for it, also in a way divided the wide 
space into more small scale spaces, 
the street from a human scale became 
more human-shopping-scale. The use 
of the public space in a way interact with 
people and also activate the shopping 
possibility. Now if we look closer into 
Lijnbaan, it is still a crowded street, but 
most of the people are just passing by, 
shops do not attract them, the public 
space have no reason for them to stop, 
because nothing happens there, except 
few benches to sit. The street becomes 
more like road, just connecting places. 
Without the support of other activities 
to fill the wide street space, shopping 
could not activate the whole street by 
itself.

Other Activities
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Public Facilities
Public facilities also influenced the 
change of Lijnbaan. At the beginning, 
all the facilities like benches, sculptures, 
greeneries, brought lots of activities or 
possibilities of activities into the street, 
more interaction happed because of 
these facilities. 
The disappearing facilities made street 
to be perceived as a wider and emptier 
space, the lively atmosphere the street 
used to have was also disappearing.

around 1960

2007

2013
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ACTIVITIES
45% of 100%Lijnbaan

20%kinds of shops

10%public facilities

15%events

commercialization:
more signs, less real 
activities, public facilities
are disappearing 

artists bring playfullness 
to the street, the most lively 
time in lijnbaan’s history, even
more than the beginning

1953 1970 1986 2000 2013

by bringing more facilities back to 
the street the activites in the street
start to appear

lose of local shops and
lack of other activites
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FACADE
The shops are constructed in a concrete 
frame, in which a flexible layout is 
possible. Partition walls are made of 
bricks. The shops are 15 to 20 meters 
deep and the width varies. The facades 
are made of prefabricated concrete 
slabs and styles on a grid of 1.10m 
which you can see in window divisions. 
Some of the shops had entire window in 
all the facade.

A lively and attractive streetscape 
was created with wood, plaster and 
glass. Although the architecture of the 
Lijnbaan planning and related pursued, 
the material use restraint and there was 
plenty of room for individual expression 
in the facades and front windows. 

The specific client situation of 64 
individual retailers could choose the 
particular design. The stores are 
supplied from a service road at the back 
side of the stores, which also forms the 
access road to the residential areas and 
leave street and main facade clean.

According time and fashions facades 
as all street tried to adjust to it. The 
former image has been changed by the 
growing influence of international chain 
stores.

This translates into a tendency of 
aggregation, standardization and 
simplification of shop fronts through 
large glass surfaces, making the original 
subtleties fade and variations in the less 
salient and partly way.

facade
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Shops Arrangement 

sections

sections

ORIGINAL DESIGN NOW

The retailers could choose from four 
types of stores in different widths, based 
on the module of 1.10 meters. The four 
basic types differed in particular in the 
area of the floor layout and the location 
of the steps of: stepwise stacked or 
arranged with mezzanines. There was 
also a choice of façade types. The 
normal façade had a notch where the 
canopy was attached between the 
ground floor and first floor. There was 
also a variation on the first floor with 
a glass facade, which ran until the 
canopy and there was a type without 
canopy, but with a large glass facade 
over the entire height. This last type was 
a few places next to the points where 
the canopy cross. The placement of the 
shops in the Lijnbaan and the choice of 
a particular type were thus linked. 
 
Besides the normal types there were 
some exceptions, such as the clothing 
Meddens on the corner of the Town Hall. 
This was added later, was bigger and 
fancier and within the Lijnbaan a special 
design. It is remarkable how the first 
floor on the walking street protrudes, the 
floor outside is covered with the same 
type of stone as the floor of the store.

Though usually all of them had 
basement(for the storage), ground floor 
and the first floor.

 
Today there are much more variations. 
A lot of changes came because of the 
rent prices. Rent per sq. m in the groung 
floor is almost three times bigger then 
the same big area in the first floor. So 
some of shops just have their entrance 
on the ground floor and all the main 
hall is on the firts floor or even in the 
basement. Others just have small store 
on the ground floor so upper floor can 
be used by some bigger company in 
order to extend the space.
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Ground Floor Plan

The "penetration inside and out" is the 
main theme of the establishment of 
the stores within the Lijnbaancentrum 
System. Van den Broek & Bakema, 
but sometimes guest designers as 
Hein Stolle, made for each retailer a 
customized design for the spatial layout 
of their store, using the same elements: 
glass, steel, aluminum, wood, paving 
and coded advertisements. 
 
A good example were the windows 
of shoe stores’  with an island that 
showcase an introduction to the interior 
of the store was before it actually opened 
the door and went inside. Another 
example is bookstore Donner (then De 
Klerk): a spiral arrangement of floors 
which not only the distinction between 
inside and outside and between ground 
floor, basement and first floor faded.

Facades had different shape of outline. 
A lot of windows, aquarium-like objects 
containg goods etc. It helped to fade 
borders between private and public, 
street and stores.

Nowadays facades are more similar and 
simple, usually it is just a window with 
advertisements or dressed-up plastic 
models. Even a lot of glass till used the 
shops are more closed.
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First Floor Windows
All the upper floor windows corresponde 
to 1.1 meter grid, so it create clear 
system and also quit a lot freedom.

In 1950s-1970s curtains were used a 
lot in the windows. Now they sometimes 
are closed by advertisements, blinds or 
just boxes from storage space.

Now there are even more variations of 
windows design and some former ones 
disappeared.

Now there are even more variations of 
windows design and some former ones 
disappeared.

A lot of changes in the windows also 
happened because of re-arrangements 
of the shops, because you can notice 
the differences between storage 
windows(which usually look more 
shabby or boring) and those windows 
through which you can see the store and 
people. Shopkeepers often even do not 
pay attention to the first floor windows 
and it become visible from the street.

facade
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Advertisement
Advertisements had big influence on the 
appearance of the facades in Lijnbaan. 
Chain stores came to Lijnbaan with 
bigger and brighter advertisements. A 
need to advertise and be more visible 
grew.

Moreover big impact was from 
government regulations, which were 
specific for Lijnbaan.

Despite of that, now Lijnbaan looks like 
a gallery of advertisements which are 
lined up above the canopies.

From Advertising Policy Lijnbaan 2007:
The advertising lining should be 
reluctant to the character of the Lijnbaan. 
Therefore, strict rules are applied for 
advertising beneath the canopies but 
there is more freedom for advertising 
above canopies.
 About the guidelines is consistent 
with the Association of Retailers / owners 
association. In principle, for advertising 
that coplies with the rules below a 
rapid adoption procedure possible. For 
variations andother types of projects is 
required in advance consultation.
1.0 Advertising perpendicular to the 
facade.
1.0 Under the canopies.
It may only be at the location of the 
standard position. It should be a light 
that correspond to the drawing
according to Annex (dimensions 900 x 
150 x 210 mm (LxWxH) and distance
canopy to 100 mm.
1.1 Above the canopies.
These may be attached only to the strips 
of the vertical steel facade piers;
not on the building walls. Maximum 1 
per 8.80 m or if a building is smaller: 
maximum 1 per property.
At corner buildings not far corner, but 
only on the 1st pier from the corner. 
Maximum size 2100 x 900 x 210 mm
(HxWxD).
2.0 Advertising parallel to the street on 
the facade.
2.0 Under the canopies.
Only allowed in the facade, behind the 
building line.
2.1 Above the canopies.
Not allowed.
2.2 On the roof.
Open letters, parallel to the wall, with a 
maximum
height of 600 mm,
(no baking), standing on roof.

New perception 
of Lijnbaan
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4%
4%
4%
4%windows

perimeter
signs

organization of 
shops

16% of 100%Lijnbaan
FACADES

1953 1970 1986 2000 2013

windows start to be changed,
no attention to first floor

more signs/logos 
on the facades

ground floor windows 
become more closed
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PAVEMENT

1953

PAVEMENT

~2000 2011

1953

PAVEMENT

~2000 2011

1953

PAVEMENT

~2000 2011

1953

~1990

2004

Photos of the pavement in the main part of the 
street, the moments of the biggest changes

Pavement was also improtant part of 
former design. It was one of these details 
which cntributed to general integrity. 
Pattern matched pattern of facades and 
different colours made it more lively.

Only the middle crossroad had simpler 
pavement. Besides some middle parts 
also had different pavement in the 
places where sculptures or flower beds 
were placed.

In 2004 after Lijnbaan was announced 
National Monument there were some 
changes and attempts to bring back 
former integrity. One of these attempts 
was trying to make similar pattern as it 
was by adding again more lines, though 
colours appeared to be inverse from the 
former one and the sizes of the tiles are 
also different.

Pavements of the crossing streets are still 
different, smaller scale and the patterns 
are not connected with Lijnbaan design.

Around 90s tiles were changed to totally 
different pattern. Facades were not 
considered for a module of pavement 
anymore.

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan



21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

pavement
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PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

1953

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

2013

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

There were few patterns of pavement in 1953, but all of them 
corresponded to the module of 1.1. One pattern was wider 
(5x5 tiles), another had one shorter side (5x3 tiiles). Different 
pattern appeared next to the flower beds, sculptures, etc.

In 2004 pattern of the pavement was partly restored. Though 
it got inverse  - the tiles which were darker became brighter 
and vice versa. 
There are more different not related patterns which appear in 
the crossing streets.

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT
1953

parts with different pavement in the middle of Lijnbaan

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern

21x21

30x30

PAVEMENT
2013

15x35

20x10

10x10

different 
pattern
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10%

4%materials

pattern

14%  of 100% Lijnbaan

PAVEMENT

1953 1970 1986 2000 2013

pavement was changed 
- new pattern not corre-
spomding to grid 
anymore pattern partly restored
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CANOPY
When Lijnbaan was built, one of the 
most important element was the 
wooden canopies which connect the 
whole street. The canopies were from 
the same material, same size, same 
structure and it gave the feeling of 
integrity to whole street. Canopies were 
made of steel beams, varnished pine 
boards, hung on the concrete structure. 
By way of hanging light may come on 
the facade at ground level, because of 
that canopy can be easily perceived as 
a separate architectural element on the 
scale of the whole Lijnbaan. Integrity 
is also emphasized by crossings at six 
places, so shoppers can move easily 
along the street and stay dry when it is 
raining.  Only few shops next to these 
crossings had entire glass facades. 
Moreover, canopies gave some shadow 
for the goods under big glass windows.

Different canopies found in 2013

1953

1960

1990 drawing of original canopy

Around 1960 there were plants in the 
canopies so they got even another 
function and looked even more lively.

Around 1990 more signs started to 
appear on the facades and on canopies.

In 1996, the original canopies were 
replaced by a new, more transparent 
variant designed by Architect 
Association Van den Broek & Bakema.  
There was no wood anymore, but 
mostly steel. Anyway, this ultimate 
attempt at renovation has had only a 
partial cosmetic effect. Only 80% of the 
owners took part, which has brought a 
confusing picture.

Now we could find 20 different kinds 
of canopies in Lijnbann, they are either 
differ on size or on material or both. 
Only the canopy next to the Heertman 
jewellery shop, which is the only original 
sjop left, is still as the original one. Om 
some other place you also can recognize 
the same pine boards but they’re 
painted white so resembles more with 
the new canopies. It was an interesting 
discovery in the street, because all the 
canopies look almost the same, but if 
you look more carefully they are slightly 
different. 
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1953 1970 1986 2000 2013

canopies were changed from one type
one material one size to different 
type size and material

8%

7%

continuity

material

15% of 100% lijnbaan

CANOPY
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HOW MUCH OF FORMER IDENTITY OF 

LIJNBAAN IS STILL LEFT?
1953 1970 1986 2000 2013

ACTIVITIES

FACADE

PAVEMENT

CANOPY

INTEGRITY

100%

10%

8%

7%

continuity

materials

10%

4%materials

pattern

4%
4%
4%
4%windows

perimeter
signs

organization of 
shops

integrity

20%kinds of shops

10%public facilities

15%events

canopies were changed

pattern of pavement 
partly restored

local shops disappearing

commercialization
more signs, less real activities

more signs on the facade

artists bring playfullness 
to the street

pavememnt was changed
pattern removed

FROM THE 
SHOP-KEEPER’S 
PERSPECTIVE

it was an honour

and good business becoming more difficult to maintain a shop
not always making profit - but still 
good place to be visible

no local shops

?



conclusion
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IS IT POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN IT?

Lijnbaan is a flexible shopping machine which adapts during the time to the economic and social 
changes that’s why it has survived for 60  years and still attracts shoppers. Moreover as it is well 
known as the first pedestrian shopping street in Europe and because of it’s unique typology it 
became a National Monument. So even though elements of the street are being replaced by new 
ones or disappearing and the integrity of the street are waning it still attracts people.

But the former idea of collaboration of the owners and the lively public space is disappearing 
because Lijnbaan is being privatized. Therefore it will become more like a shopping mall then 
shopping street. It will be more easy to control it but the public place will become private, owned 
by the same company which owns buildings of shops. As a result Lijbaan will keep losing it’s 
authenticity even though it can function as a part of shopping area.


